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LEARN TO READ

FOR PARENTS OF SECOND & THIRD GRADERS
Checklist

SECOND GRADE
� My child knows how to use the rules of phonics to help him figure out

unfamiliar words.

� My child reads many sight words and regularly spelled one-and two-syllable
words.

� My child reads and understands second grade fiction and nonfiction, and
compares and connects information from different sources.

� My child reads for specific purposes and specific questions, and explores
topics of interest on her own.

� My child answers “how,” “why,” and “what if”  questions, and recalls
information, main ideas, and details after reading.

� My child interprets information from diagrams, charts, and graphs.

� My child takes part in creative responses to stories, such as dramatizations
and oral presentations.

� My child pays attention to how words are spelled and correctly spells words
he has studied.

� My child spells a word the way it sounds if she doesn’t know its spelling.

� My child writes for many different purposes and writes different types of
compositions (for example, stories, reports, and letters).

� My child makes thoughtful choices about what to include in his writing.

� My child takes part in writing conferences, revises and edits what 
she has written, and attends to the mechanics of writing (spelling,
capitalization, and punctuation) in her final versions. 

� My child learns new words and shares them at school and at home.

� My child uses clues from the context and his knowledge of word parts
(roots, prefixes, suffixes) to figure out what words mean.

� My child is increasing his vocabulary with synonyms and antonyms.

� My child uses parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs) correctly.

� My child learns new words through independent reading.

These skills usually develop during grades two and
three. Talk with your child’s teacher if you 

have questions.

(over)
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This publication was produced under National Institute for Literacy
Contract No. ED-00CO-0093 with RMC Research Corporation. The
views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the policies of
the National Institute for Literacy. No official endorsement by the
National Institute for Literacy of any product, commodity, entity, or
enterprise in this publication is intended or should be inferred. 

The National Institute for Literacy, an agency in the Federal
government, is authorized to help strengthen literacy across the
lifespan.  The Institute works to provide national leadership on
literacy issues, including the improvement of reading instruction for
children, youth, and adults by sharing information on scientifically
based research. 
Sandra Baxter, Director
Lynn Reddy, Deputy Director

The Partnership for Reading, a project administered by the National
Institute for Literacy, is a collaborative effort of the National
Institute for Literacy, the National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development, the U.S. Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to make evidence-
based reading research available to educators, parents, policy-
makers, and others with an interest in helping all people learn to
learn well.

This Partnership for Reading publication describes strategies proven
to work by the most rigorous scientific research available on the
teaching of reading. The research that confirmed the effectiveness 
of these strategies used systematic, empirical methods drawn from
observation or experiment; involved rigorous data analyses to test its
hypotheses and justify its conclusions; produced valid data across
multiple evaluators and observations; and was accepted by a peer-
reviewed journal or approved by a panel of independent experts. 
The application of these research-based strategies will increase 
the likelihood of success in reading instruction. Adherence to
scientifically based research in this publication was ensured by a
review process that included representatives of each Partnership for
Reading organization and external expert reviewers. For detailed
information on this review process, contact the Partnership for
Reading at the National Institute for Literacy, 1775 I Street NW,
Suite 730, Washington, DC 20006.

Written by Elizabeth Goldman and C. Ralph Adler, design by Lisa T.
Noonis and Diane Draper, and production by Bob Kozman, all of
RMC Research Corporation.

This brochure is based on A Child Becomes A Reader—Birth to
Preschool, published by the National Institute for Literacy. For a free
copy of the full booklet, visit www.nifl/gov.

For additional copies of this booklet, download PDF or HTML
versions at www.nifl.gov. To order print copies, contact the National
Institute for Literacy at ED Pubs, PO Box 1398, Jessup, Maryland
20794-1398. Call 1-800-228-8813 or email edpubs@inet.ed.gov
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HOW TO USE 
THIS BOOKLET
You are your child’s 
first and most important
teacher. Use this booklet to
help your young child
learn to read. 

• The story on PAGE 1
is about the parent of a
3rd grader. As you
read it, watch for ways
that Jason’s mother
helps him learn to read,
like listening to him
read and reading a
map together. 

• Build your child’s
reading skills by trying
activities like those on
PAGE 4. 

• Use the CHECKLIST on
the back page to think
about your child’s
reading skills.

THIRD GRADE
� My child uses what he knows of phonics and word parts (prefixes,

roots, suffixes) to sound out unfamiliar words. 

� My child reads third grade level texts (stories, non-fiction, magazine
articles, computer screens) with fluency and comprehension.

� My child explores topics of interest and reads longer stories and
chapter books independently.

� My child can explain the major points in fiction and 
non-fiction books.

� My child identifies and discusses words or phrases she does 
not understand. 

� My child asks “how,” “why,” and “what if” questions and discusses
the themes or messages of stories. 

� My child uses information he has gathered and his own reasoning to
judge explanations and opinions and distinguishes cause from effect,
fact from opinion, and main ideas from supporting details.

� My child understands and reads graphs and charts.

� My child uses context to gain meaning from what she reads.

� My child correctly spells words he has studied. 

� My child gathers information from a variety of sources, including
books, articles, and computers, and uses it in his writing.

� My child reviews her own written work for errors and works with
teachers and classmates to edit and revise her work to make it clearer. 

� My child is starting to use metaphors and other literary forms in his
writing.

� My child discusses her writing with other children and responds
helpfully to their writing. 

� My child develops his vocabulary and knowledge through independent
reading.

� My child builds her vocabulary through synonyms and antonyms.

� My child uses parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs) correctly.

This checklist is adapted from A Child Becomes a
Reader—Birth Through Preschool. Get a free copy at
www.nifl.gov.
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